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of getting written and of publishing at a cheap rate a
number of original and excellent books on science,
biography, and history. It was the time of the Library
of Useful Knowledge^ and its companion, the Library
of Entertaining Knowledge; of the Penny Magazine,
and its Church rival, the Saturday Magazine^ of the
Penny Cyclopaedia, and Lardner's Cabinet Cyclopaedia^
and Murray^ Family Library: popular series, which
contained much of the work of the ablest men of the
day, and which, though for the most part superseded
now, were full of interest then. Another creation of
this epoch, and an unmistakable indication of its
tendencies, was the British Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, which met for the first time at
Oxford in June 1832, not without a good deal of
jealousy and misgiving, partly unreasonable, partly not
unfounded, among men in whose hearts the cause and
fortunes of religion were supreme.

Thus the time was ripe for great collisions of prin
ciples and aims; for the decomposition of elements
which had been hitherto united; for sifting them out
of their old combinations, and regrouping them accord-
ing to their more natural affinities. It was a time for
the formation and development of unexpected novelties
in teaching and practical effort. There was a great
historic Church party, imperfectly conscious of its
position and responsibilities;x there was an active

1 "In what concerns the Established Church, the House of
Commons seems to feel no other principle than that of vulgar
policy. The old High Church race is worn out." Alex. Knox
(June 1816), i. 54.